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Dear Lyra, 
Dear Leon, The first girl | ever seriously dated was obviously very special, and has a central 
place in my mythology. We went for a few years, moved to Philadelphia together when we 
were 21, and broke up soon after. Since, we’ve become very good friends. She’s moved away 
but | visit her a few times a year, more than my family even. We've never been physical again, 
but I've never stopped being in love with her, and it’s been like a secret charm that keeps me 
impervious to heartbreak. | had this epiphany last night that I'll never love anyone else like 
her, and that | really want to be with her. If she called me tomorrow and asked me to be her 
partner again, I'd quit my job, dump whoever | was with, move away with whatever | could 
carry, screw the lease, and run as fast as | could. Now the delicate part is that she lets me 
into her heart in a way that she doesn't let other people, and if she thinks I'm still into her in 
that way, I’m afraid she might seal me off. I'd loose the best thing | have if she denied me her 
friendship. What do! do? 
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-Drifty 
Howdy there Drifty, 
This is a touchy and delicate matter. | think you should take stock of your situation. If 
you're feeling miserable or unappreciated in your current role, it's natural to want to 
cling to vibrant nostalgia. You were probably very happy with her, and you get an echo 
of that whenever you visit and see her smile, the same smile that carried you through 
the minefield of late teens/early twenties. This said, true love is a rare, rare thing, and at 
the risk of sounding morbid, you may never feel it again. This sounds like a deathbed 
regret in the making if you pass up an opportunity to be with her, the kind of thing you 
might both think of wistfully as you rock on a porch in your withered age, “If only we 
had not been so foolish.” My advice is, if you don’t really have anything going on here, 
is to move to where she is and rekindle a proximal friendship. If it feels right, go for it. 
Don't wait for a guarantee. Don’t dream it. Just be it. 
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OMG! It’s Wacky Facts! - Hitler had only one testicle. ¥ Smokers have up 
to ten times as many wrinkles at earlier ages than non-smokers. ¥ Thomas 
Edison was notoriously afraid of the dark. ¥ A pregnant goldfish is called 
a twit. ¥ In 1973 Bhutan issued a stamp that was a functioning record that 
would play the national anthem if placed on a record player. ¥ A cubic 
yard of air weighs 2 pounds at sea level. ¥ The average LA commuter is 
dead stopped in traffic 82 hours a year. ¥ Dragonflies have not evolved 
at all in the last 300 million years. ¥ Tom Sawyer was the first novel ever 
written on a typewriter. ¥ Sharks have eyelids, and can blink, but they 
don’t. ¥ Barnacles have the largest relative penis size of any animal. ¥ 
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There is a small town in the Cayman Islands named Hell, and they have | £ £ & - 

a post office. ¥ The poorer the soil, the better the wine produced by the | 8 2 — yre Under, 

grapes, because the vine having to work harder makes for a better flavor. | § & P Oe pin Lae 

¥ In Shanghai, lipstick is a mandatory part of a nurse’s uniform at many | & of oo 4 

hospitals, to “lighten patients moods.’ ¥ Coca-cola originally contained a | 3 3 ; Schedule 4 

derivative of cocaine, and Pepsi originally contained pepsin (pepsid-AC). | 5 38 walks, get 
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GREETINGS, PHILADELPHIA. As some of you may have noticed, there was no is- | if you men- 

sue 17 of the Philadelphia Secret Admirer. This is issue 18 and the last one, 2 tion this 

delivered two weeks ago, was issue 16. | was hit by acar while on delivery | S$ POR Wi coupon! 


last week and had to take some time off. Broke a couple of ribs. Hit and 
run. So anyway, here’s issue 18.1 can’t say I’m happy with it. It’s a mediocre 
issue and it’s super late. Even with all the time | had to convalesce and 
drink sweet tea. Frankly, I’m disgusted with myself for offering you this i ocd Missa se naacinneecadasaisevesiactesiecanetsscen steve’ 
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tardy pile. Curled up in a fetal ball at the bottom of a dry well, crunching | wouldn't 
red brown leaves as | rock back and forth clutching my shattered chest, |~ be caught 
| make you this promise, Philadelphia. Never again will | shirk my duties dead without 
as your humble entertainer. As long as | live in these streets and there's a } My Admirer.® 


dime in my pocket, the Admirer will breath with gale force magic. Alright. 
So if you're happy and you know it, buy an ad spot! 
Love, your Secret Admirer. 


Ice Cream Antisociat - 48 year old Joseph Hayes brought his two children 
to their friend’s birthday party this past Sunday. They arrived a bit late, 
and unfortunately, there was no cake and ice cream left for the Hayes 
children. Joseph was so enraged by this development, that other guests 
claim he pulled out a gun and began waving it around, shouting, “Y’all 
didn’t save my kids no damn cake?!” Hayes was charged with assault de- 
spite his claims he didn’t have a real gun. The party continued after his 
arrest. 
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Still have this prime real estate available for y’all to post your unrequited oe 
and furtive longings for one another. With over 200 locations and count- ot 
ing, chances are your secret admiree sees the Secret Admirer. . . WA 
; F gi Law SS) 
priiadelphiaAdm ire, y\5 605 25 > de® 
‘ - Or xO 
IMailcom wee 


215 605 2279 OVERHEARD tw PHILA 

Grindhouse Coffee, 4 & Greenwich 

girl- | had to work 22 extra hours last week and didn’t get paid anything more than usual. 
Salaried work really sucks sometimes. 

guy- First world problems! 

girl- Oh, like the time you put honey packets in your bookbag and one broke open and 
you got honey all over your juggling balls? You sure complained about that a lot. 
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Prime spot for an ad, ain't it 


Right above our benevolent master. 
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guy- | didn’t mean anything by it, just keep things in perspective. 
girl- Shut the fuck up, you stupid ass hole. 
guy- (sips coffee and checks phone) 


Broad & Arch <i 
~{ Young kid- Dad, were you ever a slave? en on 
guy- No. ny &S mnrait 
kid- Was | ever a slave? k yste grniteXeO 

guy- Nope. \ur® yoni 
kid- (sighs) Good! prritad® 


Grandma’s House 

girl- Here kitty kitty kitty, c’mere baby. 

grandma- Oh he’s fussy, he only likes to come on you on his own terms. 
guy- Typical guy! 

girl- (harsh whisper) No jizz jokes at my grandmother’s house! 
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23.Wane 13. Light automatic rifle ° 
24. What keeps you off the ground 14. Easy = 
26. Filter out 20. Fabrics made from goat hair s 
29. Crafty scheme 21. The most powerful force in the universe < 
31. Where pigs live Cc eesnenessentnnnntnnnttnnntnenet 
32. One saw of the log 25. A jaunty rhythm of speech 
: : ight 26. Sisyphus’ burden 
Things That Make M + ace Ho: 
b y 27. Dictatorial 
Facebook page. ~~ 7 Cat Purr 38. Explode 28. Vikings Best 
- 40. Container weight 29. Storehouse 
(on a § cale from Qu iet+ murmu rs 41.Do 30. Everglades bird 2 out 
43. Sound of contempt 31. 180° from NNW of 3! 
to sm) \ motorboat , 45. Golf ball support 33. Hurry on foot . 
46. Infuriate 35. Born 
“ BOS Se 48. Porcelain throne 37. Beige 
ox 50. Oblivion 39. Trampled 
51. Parched 42. After-bath powder 
2 - 52. Winter sport 44. Where your bike touches the ground 
Ree . 54. Thoughtful 47. Sheen Go! 
Bt ae 61. Agreement 49. Words to a song . 
FR] 63. Condiment 52. Play fight 
at 64. Holly 53. Curly cabbage 


aha ckin 


65. Winged 

66. Limerence inarnate 

67. Walking stick 

68. Count upon 

69. Directed from the front 
70. Collections 


55. Coffin closer 

56. Certain 

57. Chilled 

58. Wings 

59. Canvas dwelling 
60. Kisses 
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